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Whatôs the Problem?
1) Water quality:~75% of Massachusettsô assessed 

waterways are impaired.

2) Water quantity: ~50% of Massachusettsô assessed 

rivers/streams donôt have enough water during the 

summer. 



Stormwater Connection?

Stormwater é.

Åis an old problem

Åcauses toxic algae bloom and 

damages water quality. 

Åcarries pollutants into our 

surface waters, preventing 

rainwater from seeping back 

into the ground for natural 

treatment and to replenish our 

aquifers.



Current Framework

Efforts by cities and 

towns alone  are not

enough to address the

stormwater problem.

Places burden on municipalities 

to manage stormwateré.



Is There a Better Approach?

ÅMassDEP convened a stakeholder group 

comprised of business interests, academics, 

municipalities and environmentalists.



Comprehensive Approach 

Proposed early 2009

ÅShares townsô current responsibility for stormwater 

management with large private landowners.

ÅTargets large impervious surfaces statewide.

ÅTakes more aggressive action in the Charles River 

Watershed TMDL area.



Who Was Proposed to be 

Covered?
Å Statewide: All privately owned new developments, 

redevelopments and existing developments with large 

impervious surfaces.

Å Charles River Watershed: Same as above, but different 

threshold.


