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  Objective 
 

The Quinsigamond River is the jewel that runs through the middle of Grafton and 

connects us all. From Hovey Pond all the way down to Fisherville Pond we see 

kayakers, canoeists, wildlife watchers, anglers, ice fishermen and many others 

enjoying this beautiful waterway and its bounty. The sunlight sparkling on the 

surface of Lake Ripple and reflections of fall foliage enrich our travels. We all look 

for the nesting swans. The River is an important resource that holds our 

admiration, but it also requires our attention to protect and restore it. 

The Quinsigamond River is a river in central Massachusetts. It is a tributary of the 

Blackstone River and ultimately drains into Narragansett Bay. Although the 

Quinsigamond has many small tributaries and drains a sizable area, the river proper 

is only 5.3 miles long. It flows roughly southwards from its origin at Lake 

Quinsigamond at Worcester's eastern edge, past North Grafton where Bummet 

Brook enters, through Lake Ripple northwest of Grafton, and into the Fisherville 

Pond at Fisherville, where it merges into the Blackstone River. 

To promote the Quinsigamond Riverôs bountiful assets and create advocacy on a 

local level, The Blackstone River Watershed Association (BRWA) provides its 

local citizens with the tools necessary to educate residents, landowners, and 

business owners about their impact on the health of the River. 

Through the use of a grant provided by the Norcross Foundation, the BRWA 

formed the Quinsigamond River Stream Team (stream team). This group is 

comprised of a group of local citizens concerned with protecting and restoring the 

health of the River. Their advocacy can lead to improving land use; water quality; 

and enhancing wildlife and recreational opportunities. 

The stream team collects valuable information using shoreline survey field data 

sheets based on the protocol of Mass Riverways ñAdopt-a-Streamò program. The 

findings are compiled into an action plan (Appendix A) and independent task 

forces work to achieve the goals outlined in this plan. 
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Methodology 
 

The BRWA advertised for volunteers in various media throughout the Grafton area 

including the Grafton Land Trust, press releases in local papers, local cable 

channels, flyer distribution, and other pertinent groups.  

Twenty-five volunteers attended a shoreline survey training session at Brigham 

Hill Community Barn in Grafton on May 6
th
, 2009. At this meeting, volunteers 

were instructed by Rachel Calabro of Save the Bay on how to conduct a shoreline 

survey. This survey is based on the protocol of Mass Riverwaysô ñAdopt-a-

Streamò program. 

Volunteers were divided into several teams and given a section of the River to 

survey. Each team was given until June 3rd to complete their survey. Volunteers 

were also given the opportunity to summarize their findings at the follow up 

meeting on this same date. These summaries can be found under Summary of 

Findings in the next section. 

On June 12
th
, Donna Williams, Rachel Calabro, and Michelle Walsh met to 

categorize the survey findings into the following: 

¶ Brochure design and development 

¶ Distribution of Homeowners Guides 

¶ Organized river cleanups 

¶ Invasive mapping and follow up with Con Com 

¶ Outreach to businesses using the  ñIn Business for the Blackstoneò program 

¶ Reporting to Town Officials 

¶ Investigation/Recheck specific areas of concern 

Details of each category can be found in Appendix A under ñAction Plan.ò An 

Action Planning Implementation Schedule and Committee can be found in 

ñAppendix B.ò 
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