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DOUGLAS — The momwn of
Selectmen “has’ mmmwmﬁmamm this
community to participate in an
. anti-pollution- program called
hnHHW 7
w_mnwaesm T

VTt was Hmmﬁ. December Em ,
_mmwmogm? after' an address by

Dona Neely ‘of the Blackstone

River Coalition Awwov ‘began
-contemplating the possibility of

joining the"group dedicated to
‘encouraging -business and

‘municipalities to minimize pol-

lution from 'storm watet:
- Neely; accompanied by, Peter
-Coffin last week, againi laid out

the merits of the program to the
Board ‘of Selectmen at a Feb. 20'
meeting, The program is spon-

sared by Wheelabrator Millbury

Inc., a waste Emﬁmmmgmﬁ com-

Umb%
“In

of the: Hmmnmumu% program head-
ed by the coalition and aimed

primarily at businesses. But

municipal mc<mn§m§m are of
concern, too. ,

In addition'fo helping protect
local ‘water' bodies from the
-effects of rain and snowmelt, the'
Hmmmmnmgb program confers pub-
licrecognition on those who sup-

port the omEumumﬁ mnoommﬁm to
the coordinators. ,

Of course, zm% was not talk-
ing abolt nice, clean water
say, - the Mumford
River: That would be a welcome

‘alternative to what used to be

‘the case as recently as the 1960s
and ‘early 1970s, when toilets
flushed .. &H.mozw into  the

‘Mumford and. a local mill -
expelled dye and soap suds into
the river, sometimes rolling

wcmmﬁmm.m : mou. Em_

Zo.a Eﬁ Douglas wmm uoEmm_
. Business for - the .
Blackstone,” it will become part

large momu balls across Gilboa .

Street.

But storm runoff -can still
carry with it things like fertiliz-
er, plastics, and other debris that
can pollute rivers, Hm.wmm msn

g m@mmﬁm

That s what Z%@ Eeummmmm
concern.about.

-In fact, she mﬁwmﬁmm :uouﬁ. :

ed storm runoff is the most sig-

nificant unaddressed. cause of

water guality problems today.” -

Precipitation that runs across

paved surfaces collects contami-
nants such as chemicals, oil,
metals, litter, and debris, carry-
‘ing them to storm drains and
then. to local water bhodies,
.monowmubm to Neely.and Coffin,
Last December, Neely

,.memEmm "to the. board how,
~ small changes in a company’s -
‘practices can prevent such cont-

aminants from finding their émq
into public waterways.

~ “If your buisiness uses a-dump-
mnmn accepts deliveries at a load-
ing dock, uses toxic chemicals,

‘maintains a fleet of vehicles, has
“alawn area, and/or owns a park-

ing lot, Neely said at that time,
In wsmEmmm for the Blackstone’

"y omﬁ ‘be relevant.”

Any company in the
Blackstone River Watershed that
is not required by state law to

" carryout a storm water manage-

ment program can be involved
with

can give a business recognition
“that can provide it with a
unigue competitive advantage
and strengthen its position with-
in the community Rewards, she
said, include a window decal, a
certificate, a photo, and recogni-

. tion in press releases. . »
Explaining what a company

“In. Business for. the -
. Blackstone,” according to Neely.
-~ She said joining the program

has to do to ,am included in the
program, Neely said it has to
establish a few ...598.5&.8?
good-housekeeping practices...”

She said the program focuses on
measures easy to adopt and pro-

. vides mﬁpmﬂnm on how- 8 ﬁmm.
. Three reasons; stie mmﬁ mo_.,"

mnouﬂbm the: E.cmumbu are:

‘Having' .a . facility that -

impresses customers and: Emwmm
employees proud..
* . Minimizing business_risks

; .&.a operational expenses.

+ Protecting the health of com-

muhnity residents, wildlife mun ;

local waterways. -
The impetus for owmmssmﬁoum

. dates ‘back to 1948, although:
what became the Federal Water .

Pollution Control Act of 1972,
popularly known as the Clean

. Water Act, was an expansion .
and improvement of the previ- -
‘ous act. .

like ,~the - Blackstone River
Coalition -and its “In Business .
for the. Blackstone” program

Douglas j joins regional environmental group.

nomﬁ changes in... a company’s
-daily- routines,” Neely . said,
hypothetically addressing ,azmm.

ness owners last December;, “you

. ‘can, play a major role in protect-

¢ ~ing our water bodies -and sup-
~~porting the Blackstone River
“Coalition’s goal of making the

. -Blackstone ‘fishable and swim-

v

mable by 2015.” A
* To:be included in the: ‘In

. Business for the Blackstone’ pro-
*. gram, a company must do mqm or
‘.Be.m of 10 practices:

. Cleann and maintain storm
Mw.mSm mum catch basins regular-
%. K
.« Keep wmaabm lotand HommEm
area clean. ;
-+ Design lot features that infil-

- trate, filter, or detain runoff,

« ' Use environmentally sensi-

. tive landscaping practices.

Primary authority for imple-

menting and enforcing the Clean

-Water Act lies with the US.
Protection .
‘Agency (EPA). Beyond what was
stipulated before 1972, the:act

Environmental

“authorizes water gquality pro-
grams, requires federal effluent
limitations and state water qual-
ity standards, requires permits
for the discharge of pollutants
info navigable waters, provides

enforcement mechanisms, .and :

authorizes funding for waste-

water treatment works, con-
struction grants and -state.

revolving loan' programs...”
Pravisions have also dmmBEmam
to address. water aﬁmﬁw .prob-
lems in’ specific regions and
waterways.

“By. Emem, \mEmE no- or Hoi. ‘)

_» Ensure dumpsters remain
closed and leak-proof. ‘

..« Move -stored Hmﬁmﬁam

indoors or keep properly cov-

- ered. ¢

*' Wash vehicles mﬁm maﬁw.
ment resp ozmwgw
* Conduct ‘routine mainte-

@ummom ou ﬁ.ww_&mm to prevent

leaks.

e 2&3 a m@E.H,m%osmm Emz

and cleanup kit accessible. :
» Train employees in good

housekeeping practices.

- “For those companies that

incorporate seven or more of the
above recommendations,” Neely

‘said, “the BRC will highlight the

accomplishments in a feature
article it will distribute to local
media, share with the company
for its own public relations, post
on the Web site, and include ina

. future’ BRC newsletter.”,

More-information is mamnmgm

_.at’ . dona.neely@zaptheblack-
___mS:m org or. by calling aomv 878-
S.mm :



